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Executive Summary

This document captures an emerging pattern: senior technical personnel at major Al and technology
companies are publicly condemning federal government conduct in Minneapolis despite institutional
pressures toward silence. This pattern coincides with documented structural dependencies between the
technology sector and government contracts, creating tension between commercial interests and visible

human rights concerns.

The Minneapolis ICE shootings (7 January and 24 January 2026) have produced a measurable collapse in
the administration's ability to control public narrative, evidenced by polling data, coordinated major
media forensic investigations, and cross-ideological criticism including from within traditionally

supportive constituencies.
Key Updates (26 January 2026):

e Anthropic co-founder speaks: Chris Olah breaks self-imposed political silence (270.6K views),
explicitly citing crossing his "high bar" for comment; Jeff Dean amplifies and validates (55K
views)

¢ Khosla Ventures civil war: Employee Ethan Choi publicly breaks with GP Keith Rabois (100K
views); founder Vinod Khosla sides with employee against his own GP (86K views)

e Minnesota Fortune 500 CEO letter: 60+ CEOs including Target, 3M, Best Buy, UnitedHealth,

General Mills sign open letter calling for "immediate deescalation" — first major corporate

intervention



e NVIDIA researcher names silence mechanism: Eric W. Tramel explicitly articulates "fear of

reprisal and fear of losing deals" as reason tech stays quiet

e Greg Brockman $25M Trump donation verified: OpenAl President largest donor to MAGA Inc.
SuperPAC in H2 2025, per FEC filings confirmed by Bloomberg, CNN, NBC News

e Musk threatens xAI employees: "@]IfindRetards" response (442K views) to question about xAl
staff; counter-offer infrastructure forming

¢ White House escalation: Official account blames Democratic officials for deaths of Americans
killed by federal agents (458K views)

e Veterans activating: Combat veterans lecturing households on Rules of Engagement violations

(86.7K views)

Part One: The Tech Industry Pressure Structure

Commercial Dependencies
The technology sector faces multiple vectors of government dependency that would ordinarily suppress
public criticism:

Department of War AI Contracts:

Per DOW Al Strategy Memo (9 January 2026), the Department mandates within 180 days that all Al
procurement contracts include "any lawful use" language and that models be "free from usage policy
constraints that may limit lawful military applications." This creates a forcing function requiring vendors

to either remove safety guardrails for military contracts or forfeit revenue.

The memo explicitly integrates Al into "kill chain execution" and mandates 30-day deployment of

frontier models post-public release — timelines unprecedented in defence acquisition.

Current Vendor Exposure:



Company Policy Position Contract Exposure

OpenAl Revised policies January 2024 to permit certain national Seeking $100bn SWF funding Q1
security applications; President donated $25M to Trump 2026; planned IPO H2 2026
SuperPAC

Google Permits government/defence under separate enterprise DOW contract potential; historical
agreements Project Maven controversy

Anthropic ~ Acceptable Use Policy prohibits "weapons" and "military and Competing for government

warfare" with case-by-case national security exceptions contracts
xAl GenAl.mil contract announced December 2025 Grok deployment to 3M
(Musk) military/civilian personnel
NVIDIA Hardware supplier to all major Al labs and Critical dependency for Al
military/surveillance infrastructure development

Al Valuation Crisis Context:
Per Market Indicators Tracker (22 December 2025):

e Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella admitted internally that Copilot "doesn't really work" and is "not

smart"
e MIT study: 95% of Al projects show zero ROI
e McKinsey: 80% of Al projects report no bottom-line impact
e OpenAl: -$9bn annual losses, needs to grow revenue ~8x by 2029 to justify valuation

e Apollo Global: Explicit "risk-off mode," warning clients of "something bad"

The Silence Incentive Structure

Given these dependencies, the institutional incentive is toward silence on government conduct. Speaking

out risks:

1. Exclusion from DOW contracts worth potentially hundreds of billions



2. Regulatory retaliation (visa policies, antitrust posture, export controls)

3. Reputational damage with administration-aligned investors

4. Career consequences in a constrained job market

Yet voices are breaking through despite these incentives — and they are now explicitly naming these

pressures.

Eric W. Tramel (NVIDIA Research Scientist, 26 January 2026):

"but we know why many in tech don't say anything and keep their personal reservations quiet: fear of
reprisal and fear of losing deals.

paying the dragon only works for a little while, but then you are later eaten by said dragon"

Part Two: Foundational Tech Figures — Tier 1

Computing/Al Legends

Guido van Rossum (@gvanrossum)

Role: Creator of Python; Python's BDFL-emeritus; Distinguished Engineer, Microsoft; Computer
History Fellow

Followers: 288.4K
Post (11:57 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 202.7K views): "The revolution apparently will start in Minnesota. I

would not have expected that. Yay Minnesotans!"

Significance: The creator of the programming language that runs most of modern Al infrastructure

publicly cheering Minnesota resistance

Yann LeCun (@ylecun)

Role: Chief Al Scientist, Meta; Turing Award winner (2018, with Hinton and Bengio)

Post (10:44 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 350.6K views): "Murderers" — quoting Ryan Grim's Drop Site
footage of Pretti shooting

Significance: Single-word condemnation from one of the three "godfathers of deep learning"; one

of the most influential Al researchers alive



Francois Chollet (@fchollet)

¢ Role: Creator of Keras; Co-founder ARC-AGI and @ndea; Author "Deep Learning with Python"
¢ Followers: 598.7K — one of the largest Al followings globally
e Post1(9:59 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 79.8K views): "Point blank street executions is what they do to

white US citizens when they know they're being filmed (not that they mind the video evidence
given that they have absolute immunity). Imagine what they do to brown immigrants in their
concentration camps, with no witnesses around"

e Post 2 (10:12 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 25.2K views): Cites Human Rights First / Democracy Now data
— "at least 4,250 individuals were checked in at a concentration camp and subsequently

disappeared... The majority of these were at one specific facility in Florida (you know the one)"

e Post 3 (10:07 PM, 25 Jan 2026, 69.2K views): "Worth point out how unusual it is, on a global
scale, to have someone executed on their knees in the street by a masked paramilitary that only
answers to the executive and that operates entirely extra-legally, with total impunity, deployed to
wage a terror campaign on a city's population. It would be unthinkable in a mild dictatorship like
Morocco or Thailand. Even Turkey or Kazakhstan doesn't do that. The countries that have seen
similar cases are the likes of Iran, Russia, Venezuela, El Salvador, Somalia, North Korea, or the

Philippines in the Duterte era. And now the USA. It's actually a very short list."

Part Three: Google DeepMind Network

The " Jeff Dean Effect"

Jeff Dean has emerged as the primary permission structure for tech voices to speak out. Multiple

researchers and executives explicitly cite him as model/standard:
Jeff Dean (@JeffDean)

¢ Role: Chief Scientist, Google DeepMind and Google Research
¢ Followers: ~400K



e Post (10 January 2026): "This is completely not okay, and we can't become numb to repeated
instances of illegal and unconstitutional action by government agencies. The recent days have been

horrific."

e Post (24 January 2026, following Alex Pretti shooting): "Absolutely shameful: federal agents
executing a defenseless citizen whose offense appears to be using his cell phone camera to

document what's going on in his city."

e Post (25 January 2026): Personal anecdote about living near Alan Page in Minneapolis; links to

Wikipedia noting Trump awarded Page Presidential Medal of Freedom (2018)
e Post (3:58 AM, 26 January 2026, SSK views): Amplifying Chris Olah: "Well said, Chris. As my

former intern, I've always been proud of the work that you did and continue to do, and I'm proud of

the high moral-integrity person you are, as well! < "
Voices Explicitly Citing Dean:
e Edward Grefenstette: "Be like Jeff"
e Andrew Marmon: "Thanks Jeff for standing up"
e Thar Mahaniok: "Thank you @JeffDean for continuing to be an example of moral clarity"
e Ina Fried: "@JeffDean was among the first I saw"
e Paul Graham: "Yes, I follow him and I noticed he has"

e Kasey Klimes: "respect to @simpsoka, @JeffDean... keeping the culture of standing up"
e Eric W. Tramel (NVIDIA): "love @JeffDean — wish more folks at this level would make clear

statements about right & wrong"
Edward Grefenstette (@egrefen)

¢ Role: Director of Research, Google DeepMind; Honorary Professor, UCL
e Followers: 44.3K
o Post (25 Jan 2026, 13K views): "separate wheat from chaff... Be like Jeff"

Andrew Marmon (@acoadmarmon)

¢ Role: Senior Research Engineer, DeepMind



e Followers: 205
e Post (6:16 AM, 25 Jan 2026, 2,180 views): "Thanks Jeff for standing up for what's right. We need

to call out and denounce the absolutely sickening execution we witnessed today perpetrated by

federal agents."
Adam Roberts (@ada_rob)

¢ Role: Principal Scientist, Google DeepMind; Co-lead Magenta & Lyria; foundational LLM work
on T5/C4/PaLM

e Post (25 January 2026, 2:55 AM): Amplified Dean's post, describing him as "one of the few

people of his stature in our industry always willing to stand up and say the obvious."

Alex Turner (@Turn_Trout)

¢ Role: Research Scientist, Scalable Alignment Team, Google DeepMind

e Post (24 January 2026): "Historically this account is for alignment research and not politics, but
it'll be pretty hard to do good research in a 'masked men execute civilians on the street' political

environment, ya know? That possibility grows & you should plan for it."

Pichai Pressure Campaign

Bottom-up pressure on Google CEO emerging:
Kath Korevec (@simpsoka)

¢ Role: Director of Product, Google Labs
¢ Followers: 21.6K

e Post (25 Jan 2026, 19.7K views): Action-oriented guidance; expects ICE "in force" in Bay Area. "I
can't go to Minneapolis. And it's only a matter of time before they show up in force here in the Bay

Area."

Kasey Klimes (@kaseyklimes)

¢ Role: Google Maps alum
¢ Followers: 14 9K



e Post (25 Jan 2026, 3,033 views): "respect to @simpsoka, @JeffDean... @sundarpichai I hope
you're listening to the talent that's keeping the company competitive — and that you'll use

your voice too"

¢ Significance: Direct CEO call-out; frames as talent retention issue

Part Four: Anthropic — Co-Founder Breaks Silence

Chris Olah (@ch402)

¢ Role: Anthropic co-founder; 129.7K followers; previously OpenAl Clarity Team, Google Brain

e Bio: "Reverse engineering neural networks at @ AnthropicAl. Previously @distillpub, OpenAl

Clarity Team, Google Brain. Personal account."

e Post (3:13 AM, 26 January 2026, 270.6K views):

"I try to not talk about politics. I generally believe the best way I can serve the world is as a non-
partisan expert, and my genuine beliefs are quite moderate. So the bar is very high for me to
comment.

But recent events — a federal agent killing an ICU nurse for seemingly no reason and with no
provocation — shock the conscience.

My deep loyalty is to the principles of classical liberal democracy: freedom of speech, the rule of law,
the dignity of the human person. I immigrated to the United States — and eventually cofounded

Anthropic here — believing it was a pillar of these principles.

I feel very sad today."

e Significance: First Anthropic co-founder to speak publicly. Explicitly frames this as crossing his
"high bar" for political comment. Immigrant founder invoking the principles that drew him to

America.

Nikhil Thorat (Engineer, Anthropic)

e Per reporting, wrote on X that Good's killing had "stirred something" in him: "A mother was
gunned down in the street by ICE, and the government doesn't even have the decency to perform a

scripted condolence."



Part Five: OpenAl — Internal Pressure and Political Exposure

Greg Brockman Trump Donation — Verified

The $25M Donation (Confirmed by multiple sources):

Source Confirmation

Bloomberg (2 "OpenAl Inc. President and co-founder Greg Brockman gave the group $25 million"
Jan 2026)

CNN "Greg Brockman, the co-founder of OpenAl, donated $25 million to the super PAC in

September. His contribution accounted for nearly one-quarter of the roughly $102 million that

MAGA Inc. reported raising"

NBC News "Brockman gave $12.5 million... His wife, Anna, appears to have also donated the same

amount that same day"

FEC Filings September 2025 donation; largest individual donor in H2 2025

Gabe Kaminsky (@gekaminsky)

e Post (2:19 AM, Jan 2, 2026, 595.8K views): "The largest donor in the latest filing for Trump's
super PAC? Greg Brockman, the president of OpenAlL."

o Includes screenshot of FEC filing showing "BROCKMAN" and "$25,000,000"

Additional context: Brockman also co-founded "Leading the Future," a $100M SuperPAC pushing back

against Al regulation, alongside Andreessen Horowitz co-founders.

The 2018 "Moral High Ground" Email

Harlan Stewart (@HumanHarlan) documented how OpenAl violated all four of Brockman's 2018

commitments to retain "the moral high ground":



Thread (Oct 13,2025, 67K views lead post):

"Try our best to remain a non-profit" — OpenAl spent last year fighting to shed nonprofit status

"Put increasing effort into the safety/control problem" — OpenAl decreased safety effort,

drove away safety team
¢ Quotes Jan Leike (former OpenAl): "safety culture and processes have taken a backseat to
shiny products"
"Engage with government to provide trusted, unbiased policy advice" — Hired Chris Lehane
(known for being deceptive); Brockman co-founded $100M SuperPAC

"Be perceived as a place that provides public good" — Closed research, closed models

Also documented: OpenAl subpoenaed activist Nathan Calvin at his home (Oct 10, 2025)

First OpenAl Employee Speaking Individually

James Dyett (@dyett)

Role: GTM (Go-To-Market) at OpenAl
Followers: 3,876
Post (24 Jan 2026, quoted by Paul Graham, 219.9K views via Graham): "There is far more

outrage from tech leaders over a wealth tax than masked ICE agents terrorizing communities and
executing civilians in the streets."
Significance: First documented OpenAl employee speaking out individually (beyond collective

letter); amplified by YC founder

Rohan Patel (@rohanspatel)

Role: Former Tesla/Obama advisor
Followers: 26K
Post (3:33 AM, Jan 25, 2026, 16.3K views): "Greg Brockman is running a MAGA-aligned super

PAC. He must really appreciate chaos on the streets, wild tariffs, and belligerent threats against our

allies?"

Quote-tweets Teddy Schleifer on "personal capacity" donations



Part Six: Y Combinator — Founder vs. CEO Contrast
Paul Graham (@paulg)

¢ Role: Co-founder, Y Combinator

e Post1(7:07 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 557 8K views): "If someone had predicted before the last election
that if Trump won, federal officers would be shooting Americans in the streets, he'd have been

dismissed as an alarmist."

e Follow-up reply: "I'm surprised. I expected loud, corrupt, ineffectiveness like in his first term. I

didn't expect to see Americans being shot."

e Post 2 (5:13 PM, 25 Jan 2026, 219.9K views): "He's right you know. How bad do things have to
get before you say something?" — quoting James Dyett (OpenAl)

¢ Reply confirming Jeff Dean pattern: "Yes, I follow him and I noticed he has."

Garry Tan (Current YC CEO) — Silent
Eric Newcomer (@EricNewcomer)

¢ Role: Tech journalist
¢ Followers: 45.8K

e Post (43.5K views): Publicly calling out Tan's silence — "power corrupts, dunno"

Oana Olteanu (@oanaolt)

e Post (10:14 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 32K views): "Tone deaf"

e Context: Quote-tweeting Garry Tan: "So addicted to Claude Code, I stayed up 19 hours yesterday
and didn't sleep til SAM"
Joseph Guo (@Jo_Minimis)

¢ Reply (1.8K views): "Citizens are being executed on the streets and he's here still whining about

billionaire tax and flexing his workaholism. For someone usually super political 'SF dem', his



silence right now speaks volumes. Who is he afraid of?"

Catheryn Li (@catli)

e Role: YC S24 founder

e Post (4,067 views): "would you truly support America's descent into fascism in exchange for
financial gain?"

e Reply: "They're all busy at the White House watching the Melania movie. \IIl "

Part Seven: Khosla Ventures — Internal Civil War

The Rabois Defense and Internal Fracture

Keith Rabois (GP, Khosla Ventures) defended the shooting, reportedly claiming "no law enforcement has

shot an innocent person."
Ethan Choi (@EthanChoi7)

¢ Role: Khosla Ventures employee

¢ Post (8:35 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 100K views):

"I want to make it clear that Keith doesn't represent everyone's views here at @khoslaventures, at
least not mine.
What happened in Minnesota is plain wrong. Don't know how you could really see it differently. Sad

to see a person's life taken unnecessarily."
Vinod Khosla (@vkhosla)

¢ Role: Khosla Ventures founder; Sun Microsystems co-founder; legendary VC

e Post (last edited 4:45 AM, Jan 26, 2026, 86K views):

"T agree with @EthanChoi7. Macho ICE vigilantes running amuck empowered by a conscious-less
administration. The video was sickening to watch and the storytelling without facts or with invented

fictitious facts by authorities almost unimaginable in a civilized society. ICE personnel must have ice



water running thru their veins to treat other human beings this way. There is politics but humanity

should transcend that"

e Significance: Firm founder publicly siding with employee against his own GP. This is institutional

civil war at one of tech's most prominent VC firms.

Adam Del (@adam__xyz)

e Reply (11K views): "Ty Ethan. It's just too many years of his ignorant, incendiary bs... it's bad for

your fund, and it's bad for the startup ecosystem in general"

Ihar Mahaniok (@mahaniok)

¢ Reply: "Do you think it's right that someone who defends murder represents your brand?"

Part Eight: Additional Venture Capital Voices
John O'Farrell (@johnofa)

¢ Role: First General Partner hired at Andreessen Horowitz (al16z); resigned May 2025

e Followers: 12.6K

e Post 1 (25 Jan 2026, 31.9K views): Questions VC "enablers" rationalising "atrocity," asks if
crypto/Al money worth it

e Post 2 (1:38 AM, 25 Jan 2026, 10.5K views): Thanks Chollet for speaking out — "Decent people
have been Silicon Valley's silent majority for too long"

e Post 3 (1:45 AM, 25 Jan 2026, 18.6K views): "Thanks @reidhoffman for speaking out. No matter
how large or small your following, if you're in tech and you're appalled by this barbarism, please

post or retweet! Decent people have been Silicon Valley's silent majority for too long."

e Post 4 (quoting Oana Olteanu): "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,

and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36)

Reid Hoffman (@reidhoffman)



¢ Role: LinkedIn co-founder; major Democratic donor; Greylock partner
e Post 1 (Jan 24, 51K views): Single word "Yes" — replying to Derek Thompson's policy critique
e Post 2 (7:30 PM, Jan 24, 2026, 134.3K views): "It's time for all Americans to do so." —

responding to Nick Field's call for business leaders to speak collectively

e Significance: One of the most prominent tech figures to break silence; creates permission structure

similar to Jeff Dean

Katie Jacobs Stanton (@KatieS)

¢ Role: Founder & GP, Moxxie Ventures; Co-founder, Hashtag Angels; Board member Vivendi,
Yahoo; Alum of Twitter, White House, Google, Color, Yahoo

e Followers: 112K

e Statement (quoted): "The courage gap is striking: a poet and a nurse lost their lives protesting ICE
brutality, while those with power & money, from Silicon Valley to Washington, stay silent or

contort the narrative."

Bijan Sabet (@bijan)
¢ Role: Co-founder & Partner Emeritus, Spark Capital; 10th U.S. Ambassador to Czech Republic
(retired)
¢ Followers: 82.6K

e Post (4:39 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 9,897 views): "Grateful there are still voices in tech that are
speaking out. Thank you, Katie. You are the best."

e Significance: Former US Ambassador and major early-stage VC (Spark backed Twitter, Tumblr)
publicly thanking Stanton

Dave McClure (@davemcclure)

e Role: Founder: Practical VC, 500.co, 42geeks.com; PayPal/Founders Fund alum
o Followers: 328.2K

e Post (2:50 PM, 25 Jan 2026, 8,961 views): "i support tech founders and VCs who have legit

conservative opinions / republican voters and are willing to engage in reasoned debate. but if you



defend recent actions in MN we aren't in the same world of US constitution & democratic

principles this country was founded on."

Cristina Cordova (@cjc)

¢ Role: COO, Linear; former Stripe, Notion, First Round Capital; angel investor to ~80 startups
¢ Followers: 34 4K
e Post (8:23 PM, 24 Jan 2026, 104.7K views): "This is indefensible. The victim's legally owned

handgun was removed from the scene, and then ICE agents shot him multiple times. It's far from
law enforcement — it's just murder. Those who defend this don't care about law or order. It's about

money, power, and protecting an executive branch that's already been bought and paid for."

Lee Edwards (@terronk)

¢ Role: Partner, Root VC
¢ Followers: 22.2K

e Post (14.3K views): "role models denouncing authoritarian violence"

Ihar Mahaniok (@mahaniok)

¢ Role: Partner, Geek Ventures

e Post (448 views): Calls Sacks/Chamath "evil"

Part Nine: NVIDIA — Silence Mechanism Named
Eric W. Tramel (@fujikanaeda)

¢ Role: Research Scientist @ Nvidia; Ex: Synth Data @ Gretel & Unlearn, Federated Learning @
Amazon Alexa & Owkin; Postdocs @ INRIA & ENS

¢ Followers: 2,609

Thread (4:23 AM, Jan 26, 2026):



Post 1 (1,930 views):

"love @JeffDean — wish more folks at this level would make clear statements about right & wrong.
it also seems ridiculous that many feel they must walk on eggshells to denounce unequivocal

physical, moral, and constitutional harm done by this administration. call a spade a spade"
Post 2 (334 views):

"but we know why many in tech don't say anything and keep their personal reservations quiet: fear of
reprisal and fear of losing deals.

paying the dragon only works for a little while, but then you are later eaten by said dragon”
Post 3 (263 views):

"but it is also utterly insane and beyond the pale that one can't Conduct Business in the Free Market
of America without kissing a ring?
this is so completely antithetical to the ideal of the Land of Opportunity that has brought so much

wealth and industry"

Amy Cho, MD reply: "Thank you for speaking out despite the possible personal consequences. It makes

a difference."

Significance: NVIDIA researcher — company deeply embedded in military/government Al infrastructure

— publicly names the coercion dynamic and frames resistance as patriotism rather than politics.

Part Ten: CEO-Level Voices Breaking Silence
Josh Miller (@joshm)

¢ Role: CEO, Browser Company (makers of Arc and Dia browsers)
¢ Followers: 84.3K
e Post (2:10 AM, Jan 26, 2026, 71.8K views):

"I have hesitated to share my political opinions more broadly, but it has become clearer to me that
this shift is no longer about politics.
It is about something more fundamental. It is about what America stands for. Call it morals, call it

decency, whatever word resonates most with you.



Our government executed a man yesterday. I am deeply sad for his parents, and hope this serves as a
unifying moment for all of us.

Deep down, we all know this is not right."

e Significance: Another CEO who explicitly notes he has "hesitated" to share political opinions —

crossing the threshold

Aaron Levie (@levie)

¢ Role: CEO, Box
o Posts: Multiple retweets of Jeff Dean and other critical voices; explicit criticism of federal
enforcement

e Per Fortune: "Aaron Levie, the CEO of cloud computing company Box, said that 'government

m

actions in Minneapolis are horrifying and indefensible.

Derek Thompson (@ DKThomp...)

e Role: Staff writer, The Atlantic

e Post (Jan 24, 1M views, 22K likes, 3.9K retweets): "Even if you take the conservative defense of
each ICE killing, you're left with "We haphazardly scaled up a poorly trained police force to storm
into neighborhoods that voted against the president, where we antagonize the local population until
someone resists arrest, and then we kill them, which is morally horrendous on top of being an

absurd way to do immigration policy."

¢ Significance: 1M views; Reid Hoffman endorsed with "Yes"

Part Eleven: The xAI Intimidation Dynamic

Dan Roy (@roydanroy)

e Post (564K views): "What's it like working at @xai right now? Do you guys have to pretend you're

on the side of ICE to your colleagues? Or only when Elon is in the room?"

Elon Musk (@elonmusk)



¢ Reply (5:05 AM, Jan 25, 2026, 442.1K views): "@IfindRetards"

e Significance: Direct threat/insult to any XAl employee who might consider speaking out

William Fitzgerald (@william_fitz)

o Post (4:58 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 14.7K views):

"Musk threatens any @xai staffer if they speak out against ICE violence.
If you work at @xai, don't be a loser.

If you get fired the internet will have your back.

Do the right thing.

Sign the letter: ICEout.Tech via @ICEoutTech"

o Significance: Counter-offer to XAl employees — explicit promise of community support if they

speak out and face retaliation

Part Twelve: Cross-Ideological Breaking Pattern
Self-Identified Conservative/Right-Wing Voices Breaking
Bob Lonsberry (@BobLonsberry)

e Self-described: Trump voter, ICE supporter

e Post (559K views): "Yesterday in Minneapolis was an execution... An American citizen engaged

in the exercise of his civil liberties was executed by federal agents"

Asmongold — Far-right gaming influencer

e Statement (via Zach Tratar, 41.6K views): "If you have a law enforcement agency that's not

accountable, that basically is the Gestapo. That is the SS."

Zach Tratar (@zachtratar)

e Self-described: "Centrist. No one's 100% wrong."



e Role: Founder, Embra Al; former Stripe
¢ Followers: 15.8K

e Post 1 (27.2K views): "The tech leaders who are supporting ICE? They're the exact folks everyone

knows as narcissistic sociopaths"
e Post 2 (41.6K views): Quotes Asmongold: "That basically is the Gestapo. That is the SS."
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana)
e Called for joint federal and state investigation: "The events in Minneapolis are incredibly
disturbing. The credibility of ICE and DHS are at stake."
Minnesota Gun Owners Caucus — Pro-Second Amendment group

e Called for "full and transparent" investigation

e Legal permit holder killed after disarmament activates gun rights community

Part Thirteen: Veterans Activating

Plum (@Plumferno)

¢ Role: Crypto Security; Founder @Server_forge; prev. @0penSea, @Blowfishxyx, @BONKbot_io
e Self-described: "Gen X Southern Mom"

e Followers: 12.4K

e Post (8:11 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 86.7K views):

"I'm getting very heated lectures from my combat vet husband now on the military Rules of
Engagement. He's showing me little RoE cards they had for Kuwait, pacing back and forth, mad as
hell.

Makes me wonder how many other vets out there are doing the same thing right now...&

n

Zyro reply: "That's a powerful glimpse into the reality behind the policy. It must be a lot to take in. Do

you think he'd ever want to write about his perspective on that disconnect?"



Significance: Window into what's happening in military households. Combat veterans understand Rules
of Engagement — the legal and ethical framework that governs when lethal force is authorised. What
they're seeing in Minneapolis videos violates those rules. The image is visceral: a veteran pulling out his

old RoE cards from Kuwait deployment, "pacing back and forth, mad as hell."

Part Fourteen: Minnesota Fortune 500 CEO Letter

60+ CEOs Call for "Immediate Deescalation"

Source: Minnesota Chamber of Commerce, 26 January 2026
Signatories include:

e Target incoming CEO Michael Fiddelke

¢ 3M CEO William Brown

e Best Buy CEO Corie Barry

e General Mills CEO Jeff Harmening

e UnitedHealth Group CEO Stephen Hemsley
e Cargill CEO Brian Sikes

e Mayo Clinic

e Medtronic

e U.S. Bancorp

e Xcel Energy

e Hormel

e Land O'Lakes

e Allianz Life Insurance Company CEO Jasmine Jirele
e Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota

e Minnesota Vikings

e Minnesota Twins

e Minnesota Timberwolves and Lynx



Letter text: "With yesterday's tragic news, we are calling for an immediate deescalation of tensions and
for state, local and federal officials to work together to find real solutions... In this difficult moment for
our community, we call for peace and focused cooperation among local, state and federal leaders to
achieve a swift and durable solution that enables families, businesses, our employees, and communities

across Minnesota to resume our work to build a bright and prosperous future."

Context per Fortune: "Before the letter, most of the biggest Minnesota-based companies had not issued
any public statements about the enforcement surge and unrest. But the issue has become more difficult to
avoid. Over the past two weeks protesters have targeted some businesses they see not taking a strong

enough stand against federal law enforcement activity, including Minneapolis-based Target."

Significance: First major corporate intervention. The letter notably avoids direct criticism and stops short
of calling for immigration officers to leave the city (which Walz, Frey, and other elected officials have
demanded), but the fact that 60+ Fortune 500 CEOs felt compelled to speak at all indicates the

commercial pressure is real.

Part Fifteen: Government Messaging

White House Escalation

@WhiteHouse (1:05 AM, Jan 26, 2026, 458 .3K views):

"Dangerous anti-ICE rhetoric from Mayor Frey & Governor Walz, along with sanctuary city
defiance, hasn't protected anyone — only fueled chaos & cost American lives.
Dems have repeatedly chosen criminal illegals over law-abiding citizens, manufacturing danger.

Enough is enough."

Significance: Official White House account explicitly blaming Democratic officials for the deaths of
American citizens killed by federal agents. This is the documented messaging strategy: frame the victims'

deaths as consequences of Democratic resistance rather than federal actions.
JD Vance — Notably Weak Framing
JD Vance (@jd-vance-1.bsky.social)

e Thread (6:37 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 13 likes, 3 reposts, 30 replies):



"When I was in Minneapolis, I heard a number of crazy stories. But near the top of the list:

A couple of off duty ICE and CBP officers were going to dinner in Minneapolis. They were doxed
and their location revealed, and the restaurant was then mobbed.

The officers were locked in the restaurant, and local police refused to respond to their pleas for help
(as they've been directed by local authorities). Eventually, their fellow federal agents came to their

aid."

Assessment: This framing is strikingly defensive — pivoting from federal agents killing American
citizens to presenting federal agents as victims who needed rescue from a restaurant. The narrative
asymmetry is stark: Vance is asking for sympathy for agents who experienced social opprobrium at

dinner, while avoiding discussion of agents who executed an unarmed man on his knees.

This represents a retreat from the "domestic terrorist" and "would-be assassin" framing used for Pretti —

suggesting the administration recognises that line isn't holding.

Part Sixteen: Boycott Calls Emerging
Anshul Kundaje (@anshulkundaje)

e Post (7:31 AM, Jan 25, 2026, 42.9K views):

"Techies and founders really need to actively boycott all the VC firms and companies whose leaders
are actively supporting a fascist govt. There is no excuse left any more. Hit them where it hurts.

There are plenty of better options."
ascended intelligence (@h...) reply (2.1K views):

"you gotta understand. like, right now, as much as i would like to return the tesla model y, i can't
because it hasn't been fully paid off yet and there's no equivalent product that i could trade it off.

the motivation for getting a tesla was because i was clinging to the day it"
Anshul Kundaje reply (1.8K views):
I "No worries. Everyone thought Elon was sane in the past."

Austin Ahlman (@austinahlman)



e Post (6:46 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 8,376 views): "These tech executives are all getting lavish contracts

from DHS to build a sprawling new surveillance state you absolute imbecile."
¢ Context: Responding to Ben Dreyfuss defending tech silence

e Follow-up (760 views): "I simply don't believe these people are actually this stupid. They just

know which side their bread is buttered on."

Significance: Surfaces structural argument — tech silence tied to DHS/surveillance contracts.

Part Seventeen: Media/Journalism Documentation

Ken Klippenstein (@kenklippenstein) — Investigative journalist

o Post (327.4K views): "more ICE agents are willing to talk now than ever before... confidence not

reflected internally"

e Assessment: ICE internal morale cracking

Julia Black (@mjnblack) — Tech journalist

e Actively soliciting sources on OpenAl internal tensions (13.9K views)

Ina Fried (@inafried) — Axios

e Documenting pattern of who's speaking (9.8K views)

Eric Newcomer — Tech journalist

¢ Followers: 45.8K
e Publicly calling out Garry Tan's silence

e '"power corrupts, dunno"




Part Eighteen: Polling Data

ICE Operations Approval
Quinnipiac University Poll (13 January 2026):

e 58% disapprove of ICE operations in Minneapolis
e 35% approve

e Margin: 23 points against

CNN Poll (14 January 2026):

e 52% disapprove of administration's handling
e 42% approve

e 10-point margin against

YouGov (13 January 2026):

e Only 27% say Minneapolis shooting was justified
e 52% say not justified

e 25-point margin against

Ipsos (20 January 2026):

e 61% view as "excessive use of force"

e Only 24% disagree

Vance Approval (Civigs, 21 January 2026)
e Overall: 43% favorable / 53% unfavorable
e Black voters: 10% favorable
e Independents: 36% favorable / 56% unfavorable
e 18-34: 33% favorable / 59% unfavorable

e Republicans: 91% favorable



Assessment: Catastrophic numbers with Black voters, eroding independents, and young voters despite

91% Republican approval — optimising for wrong metric for 2028.

Part Nineteen: Penguin Propaganda Campaign

The coordinated federal penguin messaging campaign has now reached 11 documented posts across 9+

departments/agencies:



#  Account Text Date/Time Views
1 @WhiteHouse "Embrace the penguin." 9:57 PM, 23 24 5M
Jan
2 @SecKennedy (HHS "MAHA 9 " + funeral music video 6:37 PM, 23 1.2M
Sec) Jan
3 @HHSGov (Dept) "Locking in after watching that penguin edit." 6:48 PM, 23 289.5K
Jan
4  @DHSgov "Americans have always known 'why'" + Herzog 12:30 AM, 24 1.1M
footage edited with ICE Jan
5 @DOWResponse "Be a warrior, embrace the penguin." 1:14 AM, 24 M
(DoD) Jan
6  @RealPNavarro "BUILD BABY BUILD. 9 £ " 1:50 PM, 24 227K
Jan
7 @WhiteHouse "The penguin does not concern himself..." 2:25 PM, 24 997.2K
Jan
8  @usedgov (Education)  "Educate the penguin." 3:13 PM, 24 8,239
Jan
9 @SecDuffy "We are all the penguin." 12:08 AM, 25 1974K
(Transportation) Jan
10 @HUDgov "Greenland + Homes = Homeland" + penguin video 25 Jan —
11 @DoWCTO "Embrace American industry. Embrace the penguin. 12:14 AM, 26 3,846
E " 4 "ARSENAL OF FREEDOM" Jan

Combined documented views: ~29.3M+



Context: The meme derives from Werner Herzog's 2007 documentary showing a disoriented penguin
abandoning its colony to walk toward certain death. The DHS video explicitly edits Herzog footage to

transition into Border Patrol/ICE imagery.

Part Twenty: Resistance Infrastructure Emerging

ICEout.Tech Letter

Website: https://iceout.tech/

Letter Title: "Tech demands ICE out of our cities"
Organiser: AnnE Diemer, San Francisco HR consultant (former Stripe)
Signatories: 300+ tech workers as of 26 January 2026, including employees at:

e Google (6+ signatories)
e Amazon (3+ signatories)
e Meta (2+ signatories)

o TikTok (2+ signatories)

e Salesforce (2+ signatories)

e Spotify

e Uber

e  YouTube
o Lyft

e Nokia (Chief Technology Architect)
e Mozilla (Senior Vice President)

e Numerous CEOs of smaller companies

Letter Text (excerpts):

"We are tech industry professionals in the United States. We all witnessed ICE brutally kill a U.S.

citizen on the streets of Minneapolis. Then, the Trump administration brazenly lied about what


https://iceout.tech/

happened.

We didn't get here overnight. For months now, Trump has sent federal agents to our cities to
criminalize us, our neighbors, friends, colleagues, and family members. From Minneapolis to Los
Angeles to Chicago, we've seen armed and masked thugs bring reckless violence, kidnapping, terror,

and cruelty with no end in sight."

Demands:

1. CEOs call the White House and demand ICE leave cities
2. Cancel contracts with ICE

3. Speak out publicly against "ICE's violence"

Key Context: The letter references how tech CEOs (including Marc Benioff of Salesforce and Jensen
Huang of NVIDIA) stopped Trump from "surging" San Francisco in October 2025: "When Trump
threatened to send the national guard to San Francisco in October, tech industry leaders called the White

House. It worked: Trump backed down."
Organiser Statement (AnnE Diemer to Washington Post):

"There is such a stereotype that tech is with Trump on this, and there are a lot of tech companies that
have contracts with ICE, and I wanted to show that it isn't all of us. We have a lot of power as a

collective."
Employee Statement (Pete Warden, Apple/Google veteran, Moonshine Al):

"A lot of my former colleagues have told me privately that they are really outraged by what is

happening, but that they are too afraid that they will lose their jobs if they speak out."
Sources:

e Washington Post, 20 January 2026: https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/01/20/tech-

ice-letter-protest/

e KRON4, 20 January 2026: https://www.kron4.com/news/technology-ai/silicon-valley-tech-

workers-call-on-their-ceos-to-pressure-trump-over-ice/

e Yahoo News Canada / USA TODAY, 21 January 2026: https://ca.news.yahoo.com/tech-ceos-quiet-
ice-workers-212627479 .html



https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/01/20/tech-ice-letter-protest/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/01/20/tech-ice-letter-protest/
https://www.kron4.com/news/technology-ai/silicon-valley-tech-workers-call-on-their-ceos-to-pressure-trump-over-ice/
https://www.kron4.com/news/technology-ai/silicon-valley-tech-workers-call-on-their-ceos-to-pressure-trump-over-ice/
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/tech-ceos-quiet-ice-workers-212627479.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/tech-ceos-quiet-ice-workers-212627479.html

David Bau's "Poets and Nurses" Repository

David Bau (@davidbau)

Role: Computer Science Professor at Northeastern University; Ex-Googler
Bio: "Believes Al should be transparent”

Followers: 6,663

Notable: Followed by Jeff Dean

Post (11:36 PM, Jan 25, 2026, 17.5K views):

"Thank you @JeffDean. For those of us in tech who want to do more than speak up: I wrote this to
think through what's at stake and what the research says about effective resistance.
davidbau.github.io/poetsandnurses/

It's on GitHub. PRs welcome:

github.com/davidbau/poetsandnurses"

Resources:

Website: https://davidbau.github.io/poetsandnurses/

GitHub Repository: https://github.com/davidbau/poetsandnurses

Significance:

1.

Name "poetsandnurses" directly references both Minneapolis victims: Renee Good (poet) and
Alex Pretti (nurse). This is deliberate framing that humanises the victims and centres their

identities.

Infrastructure, not just speech. This is an ex-Googler, followed by Jeff Dean, creating an open-
source resource on "what the research says about effective resistance." It provides actionable

guidance, not just condemnation.

. GitHub model = collaborative. "PRs welcome" (Pull Requests welcome) means he is inviting the

tech community to contribute, iterate, and improve. This uses tech's native collaboration tools for

resistance coordination.


https://davidbau.github.io/poetsandnurses/
https://github.com/davidbau/poetsandnurses

4. Jeff Dean permission structure generating outputs. Bau explicitly thanks Dean and quotes his

post. The air cover is now producing actual organisational infrastructure.

This represents a qualitative shift: from individual voices speaking out to collective infrastructure being
built for coordinated action. The GitHub model (open source, collaborative, version-controlled) is

particularly suited to distributed resistance that cannot be easily suppressed.

Part Twenty-One: Analysis — Pattern Recognition

The Air Cover Structure

1. Jeff Dean spoke early and consistently — created permission structure

2. Others cite Dean explicitly ("Be Like Jeff") — legitimises speaking out

3. Dean amplifies new voices (Olah, Korevec) — extends permission to new networks
4

. Apolitical figures break silence (Olah: "bar is very high"; Miller: "I have hesitated") — signals

threshold crossed

91

Internal firm fractures emerge (Khosla vs Rabois) — normalises disagreement

6. Counter-support networks form (Fitzgerald to xAl: "internet will have your back")

The Silence Mechanism — Now Named

Eric W. Tramel (NVIDIA): "fear of reprisal and fear of losing deals... paying the dragon only works for a

little while, but then you are later eaten by said dragon"

Austin Ahlman: "These tech executives are all getting lavish contracts from DHS to build a sprawling

new surveillance state"
The silence is no longer ambient — it has been explicitly articulated as coercion.
Follower/Influence Tiers

Tier Voices Combined

Reach

Legendary Guido van Rossum, Yann LeCun, Francois Chollet, Paul Graham, Dave ~2.5M+



Tier Voices Combined

Reach
(250K+) McClure, Reid Hoffman followers
Senior (25K- Jeff Dean, Chris Olah, Edward Grefenstette, Vinod Khosla, Josh Miller, Katie = ~1M+
250K) Jacobs Stanton, Bijan Sabet, Cristina Cordova, Eric Newcomer followers
Mid-tier (5K- John O'Farrell, Zach Tratar, Lee Edwards, Ihar Mahaniok, Kath Korevec, ~150K+
25K) Kasey Klimes, Ethan Choi, Eric W. Tramel followers
Individual James Dyett (OpenAl), Andrew Marmon (DeepMind), Catheryn Li (YC S24) ~10K
employees followers

What to Watch

1. Tech company responses to DOW "any lawful use" deadline — approximately July 2026
Whether Anthropic leadership follows Olah — co-founder spoke; will Dario Amodei?
Khosla Ventures resolution — does Rabois remain? Does firm take position?

OpenAl internal pressure — Brockman donation now public; employee voices emerging

2
3
4
5. xAl departures — Musk's "@IfindRetards" creates documented threat; counter-support forming
6. Minnesota CEO letter follow-through — will "deescalation" language become action?

7

Conservative coalition fractures — gun rights, veterans, and religious communities showing

breaks
8. Court proceedings — TRO on evidence preservation; state lawsuits ongoing
9. ICEout.Tech signature growth — 300+ as of 26 January; tracking velocity and seniority of
signatories
10. Resistance infrastructure development — David Bau's GitHub repository and similar

coordination tools
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reporting. Assessment of pattern based on documented voices, engagement metrics, cross-ideological

criticism, and emerging coordination infrastructure.



